St Giles’ Parish Church, Exhall - www.stgileschurchexhall.info
The Parish Office at St Giles’ Church Hall, St Giles’ Road, Ash Green, CV7 9GZ
Telephone/answerphone: 024 7636 8008
Office email: office@stgileschurchexhall.info
The Parish Office is open Tuesday to Thursday, 9.30 am to 1.30 pm.

Sunday Worship
Please see the worship pattern for October
on page 10.
Other Useful Information
Ministry to the sick and housebound
We are always pleased to visit, at home or in hospital. But we need to know
who would welcome a visit. Contact the office on (024) 76 368008.
Christenings and Weddings
Enquiries should be made to the office (024) 76 368008.
Bereavement and funerals
We will always take funerals for anyone in the parish, either at church or at the
crematorium. Burials are performed in St Giles' Meadow. Enquiries should be
made to the office (024) 76 368008.
The Bereavement Drop-In is open on alternate Thursdays in the Small Hall.
Please contact Sue Barnes on 07946 051122.
Foodbank
Help is now available through the Bedworth Community Grocery,
The Harbour Centre,
12 Congreve Walk, Bedworth CV12 8LY
Tel: 02477 331511 Bedworth@community.grocery.org.uk

New members of any age are always welcome at the following:
Bell ringing Practices on Thursdays 7.30-9pm (except 3rd Thursday)
Choir
Practices on Fridays at 7pm.
Worship Band Practices on Wednesdays at 7.30pm.

Front Cover : Parish Pump
Back Cover: All Hallows Eve and Coffee Morning Posters
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Any news, reflections, stories, pictures, jokes or brainteasers
to share within these pages? I’d love to have them! Please email them to
tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com or drop them into the parish office
or "W" pigeonhole in church.
The next magazine will be the November edition and the copy deadline date is
Sunday 16th October.

Welcome to your October Magazine!
The Queen meant so much to so many people and we will have many and
varied memories of her. In her message, Gail writes of her visit to London
and the experience of watching the cortège as it transported Her Majesty to
Westminster Hall to lie in state. Our Church Warden, Neva Khan, has also
written a tribute to the Queen, which can be found on page 12.
Looking ahead, several notable dates are highlighted in this month's issue the Harvest Supper, Big Quiz Night, All Hallows Eve Party, Hospice Coffee
Morning and the Christmas Bazaar. Lots going on and we look forward to
welcoming you all to St Giles over the coming weeks and months.

And don't forget to put the clocks back
on 30th October!
Best wishes to you all
Tina Watkins
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From the Registers

St Giles’ Magazine was first published in April 1898 and is now in its 124th year.
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With love from the Vicar
No doubt we will always remember exactly
where we were, who we were with and what we
were doing on September 8th 2022 at 6.30 pm.
We knew the moment would have to come, but
it was a moment most of us could not bear to
contemplate – like losing a beloved parent we
could never imagine living without.
In the
announcement of the Queen’s death came the
ending of an era, the deepening realisation of
just how much her constant, faithful presence at
the heart of our nation had meant to us over so many years. So many of us
have not lived a year of our lives without the Queen being woven into the fabric
of all that we are as people and as a nation. Even in her loss, those threads will
continue to be woven into our collective memory and will go on inspiring us to
cherish and to seek to uphold the values our late Queen so exemplified. I
wonder what most stands out for you, and why, as you reflect on the Queen’s
long and fruitful life? For many it will be her selfless devotion to service – her
commitment and indeed her vow to devote the whole of her life to the service
of humankind, in the pattern of the Servant King Jesus Christ who was her own
inspiration and guide.
We will call to mind her sensitive and skilful work, beyond the political sphere,
to help bring about reconciliation in the face of division, whether closer to
home or further afield. We will remember the way in which she sought to put
people at their ease, to come alongside, to find common ground. I’ve been
struck by some local stories about how the Queen gave such attention to detail,
particularly when it came to thanking people who were behind the scenes and
who often felt that their contribution was not particularly significant – yet the
Queen wanted to take the time to thank them in person. It meant so much to
us at St Giles to receive a special thank you message from the Queen’s
household for the Platinum Jubilee card we sent, one of many thousands she
must have received. It is hard to believe that we were writing about that just
last month for the magazine, never thinking that just a month or so later the
news would be so very different.
As it happened, in the week of mourning leading up to the Queen’s funeral, I
was due to make a day visit to London to attend a Church of England lecture.
The lecture was, understandably, cancelled but I immediately felt I wanted to
take the opportunity to share in something of the national expressions of
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mourning first-hand. My first point of call was Green Park where the thousands
of floral tributes, together with so many pictures and messages of condolence
and thanks were so carefully and thoughtfully displayed. There were hundreds
of people all making their way around the tributes in hushed and reverent
reflection. There was a real sense of space and time for everyone to somehow
try to take in this enormous and profoundly moving outpouring of love, a sense
of every offering made having its place, being
of such significance and worth. Many of the
messages captured so well the Queen’s
wonderfully wry sense of humour and fun.
Paddington featured often, though a request
did have to be made for people to stop
leaving marmalade sandwiches! I was deeply
touched, not only by the tributes themselves
but by the literally hundreds of support
workers and volunteers who made
themselves available every step of the way to
assist and to care for everyone’s welfare to
share these moments safely together as
strangers yet united in a common bond of
grief and gratitude.
This continued as I moved on to The Mall
and found a spot from which to view the cortège leading and surrounding the
Queen’s coffin as it made its way to Westminster Hall to lie in State. The wait
was over two hours, nothing at all in
comparison to those who joined far longer
queues to pay their respects to the Queen,
but conversations started, memories and
thoughts were shared until the moment
14:22 came. At this point, the vast crowds
fell into complete silence and stillness, as if
time itself were suspended, allowing the
military bands to set the pace and capture
the mood in sombre music, leading the
slow, steady procession forward. Another
moment we’ll remember for a lifetime and
hard to express in words.
Continued on page 7
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Thought for the Month
Love: A Meditation
“God is love.” (1 John 4:16)
When John wrote his epistle and wanted to sum God up in one word, there are
many words he could have chosen:
God is just.
God is faithful.
God is patient.
God is all-powerful.
God is light.

All these words would have been more or less accurate as descriptions of God.
But instead, John chose the one word that he felt summed God up better than
any other:
God is love.
So what? you might ask. What’s the big deal? Love is overrated. Love is all
around.
You see, we often think of God’s love as an abstract kind of thing, as though
God is somewhere up there happily engaged in an eternal love-fest with his
alter egos in the Trinity. God is love, we say to ourselves, that’s nice.
And this is where we need to jettison all our misinformed, tarnished ideas
about love. Perhaps we’ve been overly influenced by the romanticised,
sentimental kind of love that is the stuff of Valentine’s cards and pop songs.
Maybe we’ve been let down and hurt once too often by those who said they
loved us and then proved the opposite by their actions. Or perhaps we just look
at our own dismal selves and conclude that, even if God is love, He’ll surely pass
over the sorry mess of our lives and our sin-sick hearts and find someone more
worthy of such a gift.
But… God is love. It is who He is, and it is what He does, incessantly,
uncompromisingly, recklessly.
He does not love you because you are loveable, and He does not love you in
spite of your unloveliness. He loves you because He is love. And because,
whether you know it or not, you are His child.
He loves like the prodigal’s father, waiting day after day for his wayward son to
return.
He loves like the shepherd who walks mile after mile, through thorns and
ditches, to rescue the one lost sheep.
He loves like the hen who gathers and protects her chicks under her wings.
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And yet all of these illustrations, powerful as they are, are as nothing compared
to how He loves.
This is how He loves: he empties himself, makes himself of no reputation, and
pours out His life in blood, spit and tears at the foot of a Roman cross.
John knew that this is how God loves, because he knew Jesus. Tradition has it
that this is the same John who was so close to Jesus that he leaned on his chest
at the last supper. The same John who stood at the foot of the cross to the
bitter end, long after the rest of Jesus’ motley crew had run for cover. And the
same John who was first to the empty tomb two days later.
So marked was John by this new kind of love revealed in the life and death of
Jesus that it turned his very identity inside out: no longer would he refer to
himself as just John the fisherman or even John the disciple, but as John, the
disciple whom Jesus loved.
John knew that this love, once it gets past your defences and seeps into your
heart, marks you forever. You are branded by it.
And that is who we are: the ones whom God loves with the love revealed to us
in Jesus.
Rob Grayson
Continued from page 5
The Queen lived, and died, so well. Few of us could imagine still actively
working and keeping significant appointments right up until two days before our
death at 96. As funeral services often express it, God’s work in her was truly
complete. Yet we know so clearly from the Queen’s life witness and testimony,
that she never lived in her own strength, she never relied purely on her own
human wisdom to guide her. She drew daily on the faith in Jesus Christ which
sustained her throughout her life.
As she herself expressed it in her Christmas broadcast of 2002:
'I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and
the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is
to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the
day brings, and to put my trust in God!'
As we all move into this new beginning, we too can look to a faith and a
Saviour who can lead us through good times and bad, an everlasting rock and
anchor for the soul through all the changing scenes of life. We can draw on that
same strength to help us give of our best in all that the day brings, trusting not
in ourselves but in the God who is the source of all life and all love, the God who
knows how to lead us all safely home.
With every blessing, Gail
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Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth ll
(April 1926 - September 2022)
We join the world in mourning the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
ll. First and foremost a mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. Her
majesty served our nation and the Commonwealth for 70 years with grace,
dignity and unwavering commitment. Our thoughts and prayers are with the
royal family at this time of national and personal grief.
Message from Sheran Harper our Mothers’ Union Worldwide President:“We give thanks to God for her being our Patron, for blessing her with special
gifts for a life humbly dedicated to public service, her strong faith as she
weathered many storms; her commitment and devotion to family life; and her
great concern for communities and all people.
Her guidance and support of Mothers’ Union over the decades has enabled
us to achieve so much in impacting communities and touching lives. During
times of ongoing war and turmoil around the world, she reminded us of the
healing power of forgiveness, peace and reconciliation. This inspired us and
encouraged us to work for harmony and good relationships among all people
in our communities.
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Her spirit of acceptance to change and transformation through the years and
her ability to take others on the journey of change is testimony to her great
strength as a leader and her faith in change that is inevitable. This outlook on
life strengthened Mothers’ Union members to embrace all opportunities of
change and transformation that truly reflect the worldwide nature of our
movement.
We will always remember her intelligence and humility in making wise
decisions, her charm and sense of humour, and her sincere caring and
gentleness. Hers was a life born to serve God and all humanity and her legacy
that will live on in so many ways and in the hearts of all Mothers’ Union
members for generations to come”.

Notes for Diaries:Thursday 20th October 2pm
Thursday 20th October 7.30pm
Thursday 17th November 7.30pm

Deanery Service, St Mary’s Atherstone
MU meeting (small hall)
Speaker: Karen Morris (Deanery
President) - All Welcome
MU - AGM (small hall) All Welcome

Advance notice – Carol Singing 2022!
We are planning to sing carols and
collect for the Children’s Society
on Monday December 19th on the
Cedars estate and on Wednesday
December 21st around Ash Green.
Covid has sadly prevented us from
singing for the past two years and
we are looking forward to once
again sharing the good news of
Christmas and raising money for the work of the Society which supports children
and young people through difficult times.
Given that we are now such a cashless world perhaps between now and
December you would try and find some loose change in readiness for our visit!
Many thanks
Kathryn Unsworth
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11.30 am
Sunday
Celebration!
All Age worship
(In church with
Band)
No Evening
Service

11.30 am
Sunday
Celebration!
All Age worship
(In church with
Band)

5.00 pm
Evensong
(with Choir)

8.00 am
Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Holy
Communion
(with Choir)

10.30 am
Holy
Communion

No early morning
service

2nd Sunday
October 9th

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)

Wednesday
October 5th

1st Sunday
October 2nd
Harvest Festival

3.00 pm
Messy All
Hallows Eve
Party
(Main Hall)

No Evening
Service

No Evening
Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)
JOINT SERVICE

No early
morning service

5th Sunday
October 30th

11.30 am
Sunday
Celebration!
All Age worship
(In church with
Band)

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)

9.30 am
Holy
Communion
(with Choir)

11.30 am
Sunday
Celebration!
All Age
worship
(In church with
Band)
5.00 pm
Holy
Communion
(with Choir)

8.00 am
Holy
Communion

4th Sunday
October 23rd

No early
morning
service

3rd Sunday
October 16th

ST GILES WORSHIP PATTERN FOR OCTOBER

Hundreds of churches.
Thousands of people.
One big quiz.
Get together with your friends, family and community for an epic
evening of poverty-beating fun. Up and down the UK, people will be
gathering for the ultimate quiz extravaganza - all in the name of ending
poverty for good. And you can be part of it!
7pm - 9.30pm
St Giles Church Main Hall
St Giles Road, Ash Green, Coventry, CV7 9GZ
Teams of 8 people per table
Please bring drink, a plate of food & dessert
to share with your table.
There will be a raffle.
All funds raised will be donated to Tearfund
“Tearfund is a Christian charity that partners with churches in more than 50 of
the world’s poorest countries. Tearfund tackle property through sustainable
development, responding to disasters, and challenging injustice. Tearfund
believe an end to extreme poverty is possible."
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REST IN PEACE MA’AM

With heartfelt sadness, St Giles remembered our
beloved HM Queen Elizabeth II through prayers,
lighting of candles and signing of the ‘Book of
Condolence’.
On Sunday 10th September, a beautiful and
emotional ‘Service of Holy Communion during the
period of mourning’ was led by Rev. Gail.
I can find no words that adequately express how our
Parish, Nation & I feel at this moment, so I’ll finish by
just saying a huge THANK YOU Ma’am for your 70
years of unwavering dedication, service and love to God, the peoples of the
United Kingdom and countries across the world. Rest in peace Ma’am.

God bless the Royal family
God save the King!
Neva Khan, Churchwarden

Exhall Educational Foundation
Are you currently attending, or applying to do, a specific course of activity or study? Do
you need materials or travel costs for such a course? Are you under the age of 25? Do
you live in the "Ancient Parish of Exhall"? (Roads within Exhall Parish and Keresley End).
If you meet all the above eligibility criteria you can apply for assistance by completing
the application form which can be downloaded from the community page of the church
website at www.stgileschurchexhall.info. Only one individual application per year can
be considered by the trustees.
The closing date for applications is Wednesday 5th October 2022.
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ST GILES CHURCH INVITES YOU
TO A HARVEST SUPPER
To be held in the Main Church Hall on
Saturday 1st October from 7.00 pm until 9.30 pm.
All are welcome to join us for a fun evening of
food, quiz and more.
Tickets £5, available in advance from Neva Khan,
Church Warden on 07496 859598
or at church services until 25th September.

Christmas Bazaar
26th November in the main hall
12.00 noon to 3.00 pm.
Please put this date in your diary
If you would like to donate
any goods or prizes,
or help out on the day please contact
Viv Hopkins 02476645161
Kathryn Unsworth 02476673325
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Life by the River
Life is full of surprises, one being that you are reading this in October - where
has the year gone? Another surprise to me was I went to the Spar/Post Office
shop in the village. I thought this is a well stocked shop, even with a little
library. I wanted some money so waited by the Post office counter, the shop
had a few people in collecting papers. The owner said "Money?" "Yes please," I
answered. He replied "No money." I replied "No money?" This conversation
went back and forth a few times, it was like a comic strip. So that left me with
a dilemma - I had to go to the bank in Stratford. So I decided to venture out and
catch the No 27 bus after scouring the bus timetable. I sat on the bench
opposite my home and thought well if it doesn’t come I can go home and get
the car, but lo and behold I saw it coming over the Welford bridge and just put
my arm out and he stopped. It took 15 or so minutes to get into Stratford
going through a lovely village called Luddington and along the side of the
Stratford race track. I went to Marks & Spencer for a coffee and bun. The only
downside is they don’t run very often.
I have been admiring the lovely sunflowers
growing in a field where I walk Poppy. It is at the
back of a large house on the main road and they
sell them for 50p each with the money going to
help the people of Ukraine.
I have a new i-phone so hopefully my pictures
will be a little better. I felt quite proud of myself
as I set it up myself by trial and error, but to my
amazement I went offline, meaning no internet
connection. Thinking it was my fault, I tried to put
it right then speaking to my neighbours, realised
they were off as well. That was two weeks ago no landline, no email and we are all anxious to
know when service will be resolved. I hate to say it but what did we do before
technology!!!!
The birds on the river still amuse me. My friend was feeding them when
Jemima saw her and came racing over as if she had won gold in the
Commonwealth Games, closely followed by the ducks and then not to be put
out, 24 Canada geese; it was quite a sight. There are still two swans serenely
passing by, I spotted a kingfisher on my decking, a flock of swallows came
ducking and diving before their journey to migration as if to say we are off now
see you next year, the heron still stands waiting and watching then he spots a
fish and quick as a flash he has his tea.
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After the warming August sunshine we have had days of much needed rain
with glorious lightning shows flashing across the river. The mist rolls across the
river in the early morning, and I am afraid to say the river is rising and the lily
pads have disappeared to the bed of the river ready to reappear next year.
We had a Bank Holiday barbecue and the weather this year was glorious. We
were listening to the music festival at the Four Alls - the sound carried over as if
we were in the front row. We have made a donation to Air Ambulance so didn’t
feel guilty for listening to the sounds the bands produced! Agood day was had
by all.
I went to the Lunch Club at St Andrews yesterday and all of us on our table said
"well we don’t have to cook tonight". It was a lovely meal of lasagna, salad and
coleslaw, followed by blackberry and apple crumble all made with love. But best
of all was the chatter that went between us which is more precious than gold.
We all heard of the sad news of Queen Elizabeth's death on Thursday
afternoon. Although she was 96 years of age it came as quite a shock to us all,
we all have different memories of her even though we never met her. A great
light has gone out but her duty's completed and she has gone to be reunited
with her much loved husband Phillip. May she now rest in peace and rise in
glory.
As one season gives way to another, may we live in hope. As Autumn colours
glow in the evening sun may you trust that new life will come. As old life fades
away, may the morning sun bring fresh anticipation and a new beginning.
Every Blessing, Jane and Poppy xxx

Exhall Over 50s Club
We’re a place to meet together, make friends and
generally have a good time...
We run a monthly buffet, a monthly pub lunch, occasional coach and theatre
trips, and weekly table games, discussions, music and sing-alongs, bingo, a
raffle, talks, demos, films
and of course refreshments...
We are a warm, friendly group
always happy to welcome new members!

Every Tuesday in St Giles Main Hall, 1-3pm.
Membership £12/year, sessions £3.00
Further info: Patricia Munro 024 7664 4507
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Skamps Pre-school Day Nursery offers full day care for babies from 6
weeks to school age at St Andrews House, Smorrall Lane, Bedworth CV12 0JP
 FREE 30 and 15 hour funding available
 Restricted opening hours due to Coronavirus 8 am to 4 pm
but earlier or later times are available subject to demand
 Emergency cover and School Holiday cover available
 Covid-19 safe premises—see Facebook and Website

Please contact Gaynor 07714 326706 e-mail: g.powell7@ntlworld.com
www.skampspreschooldaynursery.com or find us on Facebook

Mob: 07902 132453 email: kierangas@yahoo.co.uk

Collyhurst Private
Residential Care Home
Has vacancies
24 hour care with dignity.
Linked to social service guidelines.
Long term stays from £550 per week / Day care from £30
024 7631 9092 www.collyhurst.info

ADVERTISING IN ST GILES PARISH MAGAZINE
We publish 10 editions of the magazine each year.
A full page advert is £40 per month or £400 per year
A half page advert is £20 per month or £200 per year
A quarter page advert is £10 per month or £100 per year
For further details please contact Tina Watkins on 02476 645278, 07905 297713
or by email at tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com
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We are a positive, friendly, recreational
dance school with a relaxed approach to
classes. It is our promise to treat every child
how we would want our own children to be
treated, nurturing them, building their confidence and helping them to make friends in
a social, fun environment while celebrating their success and achievements.
We currently have vacancies at St Giles Church Hall
and Exhall Old School Community Centre.
For further information please contact www.leiversdance.co.uk, contact us on
07929371749 or find us on Facebook by searching for Leivers Dance School.

J E Hackett and Sons
Independent family run funeral home
established in 1922 by their
Grandfather John Edward Hackett

Let our Family Care for Yours
Benefits of a Pre Paid Funeral Plan



Peace of mind for you and those you care about
Each plan is tailored to your own personal
requirements
 Your loved ones are spared much of the stress and worry
 Allows you to put funds aside to cover the cost of a funeral at today’s
prices

93 Leicester Rd, Bedworth, CV12 8AH
Longford Bridge, Coventry, CV6 6BH

024 76 313326
024 76 367149

Parent & Toddler Group
is taking a break for the time being.
Watch this space for more news.
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A Shetland Adventure
In July I was lucky enough to pay a second visit to Shetland. It is made up of
around a hundred islands and is so far North that it has previously appeared in a
small box in the top corner of UK maps! Now, happily, it is usually included on
our national map properly and if you look at the weather map on television you
will spot Lerwick and realise that the temperature there is always much lower
than in Exhall. When my friends and I left Aberdeen the temperature was
around 30 degrees. On our arrival in Lerwick it was around 15 and the main
topic of conversation was their recent heatwave during which the temperature
had reached 23!
You will realise then that I didn’t travel to Shetland for the weather. We
actually enjoyed some lovely days but were generally prepared for a cool wind
to take the edge off the warmth. The reason for our long journey was to
experience the wonderful wildlife of the islands and in particular the seabirds.
The more you get to watch them, the more you marvel at these amazing
creatures. They travel thousands of miles on their migration journeys and may
travel long distances from land to find food. How do they know the direction to
take or where the food is? I once read a book about them that said that they
have a kind of intelligence that we don’t have and never will.
You can’t ignore the birds; as we walked along beaches we were often
challenged by Arctic Terns that had young somewhere nearby. They shout very
loudly and dive at your head, making it obvious that you shouldn’t be there. I
did have to wave my walking pole a couple of times to reassure them that I was
moving on. We had many lovely encounters including the sight of a pair of Red
Throated Divers on a loch. They are a shy bird and very handsome. We were
lucky enough to get quite close to the loch shore and could see their lovely
markings. Perhaps the highlight of our holiday was a walk to the clifftops of the
national nature reserve at Hermaness in the north of Unst, the island at the very
top of Shetland. This is a place to see Puffins and Gannets in great numbers. The
sight of lots of Puffins is an absolute treat. They are so attractive and fun to
watch with their bright bills and orange feet. Gannets are a stunning bird with a
wingspan as wide as your outstretched arms. They feed by diving at speed into
the sea and “swimming” down to take fish. As they dive they fold back their
wings and become a high-speed dart. They are handsome too, with blue eyes,
cream heads and black wingtips.
Sadly though, on this trip we were very aware of the impact of bird flu among
the bird colonies. The great stacks off the north of Unst were not as packed with
gannets as before and through binoculars we could see dead birds. Thousands
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of bodies had been cleared away so what we saw was only a tiny part of the
tragedy. The close view of a dead gannet floating at the edge of the beach near
our cottage was heartbreaking. Those of us who live in the midlands can easily
be unaware of the problems facing our coastal wildlife. We might listen to
David Attenborough telling us about the difficulties of our plant but seeing it up
close really brings home the vulnerability of nature. It may take years for
colonies to recover. Gannets had been doing well so at least there was a large
base from which numbers will have declined.
We have been celebrating creation in our worship at St Giles through
September. If we are to properly look after our planet we need to consider
how our practices can generate disease. All life is connected and we must try
play our part in maintaining the health and beauty of our world.
Kathryn Unsworth

HOSPICE COFFEE MORNINGS - GOOD NEWS!
Many of you used to support the Coffee Mornings we held once a month to
raise funds for Many Ann Evans Hospice.
Sadly our activities were curtailed due to the Covid Pandemic but we now
feel it is time to renew our fundraising. Unfortunately we cannot do this on
a Wednesday so we are starting with a Saturday, 15th October 2022
10.00am - 12.00 noon in the Small Hall.
The format may be slightly different but we feel its important to make a
beginning. If you would like to be part of the team please contact
Viv Hopkins 02476 645161 or Jackie West 02476 362168.
Everyone is welcome, please come and join us for a chat and refreshments.

Roy Tallis
Jenny and her family would like to
thank everyone at St Giles for their
cards and kind words following the
passing of Roy. It has been a great
comfort and very much appreciated.
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Funerals
In the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil, for you are with me. (Psalm 23
verse 4)
Robert Taylor, who died on 16th July aged 65 years
Graham Jones, who died on 5th August aged 88 years
Winifred Simpson, who died on 9th August aged 101 years
Barbara Walbyoff, who died on 19th August aged 93 years

Tribute to Robert Taylor, who died on 16th July aged 65
There were five pillars to Robert’s life: Farming; Factory; Family; Football and
Friends.
Farming
Robert lived on Ash Green Lane as a child and spent a lot of time on his
grandad’s farm, Moat Farm on Hospital Lane. On leaving Ash Green school at
15, his was encouraged to get a ‘proper’ job – that’s how he came to work at
Nova Engineering on Bayton Road in 1972 straight from school.
Farming was his passion, especially machinery, tractors, balers etc. So even
though he had a ‘proper’ job he also helped at George’s farm, Market End
Farm, on Astley Lane, helping with the milking evenings and weekends and
other jobs as the seasons changed.
George was Julie’s dad and that’s how Robert and Julie met. Robert first
caught Julie’s eye as a teenager in his green Cortina with music playing. They
were married on 1 May 1982. Robert continued helping out on the farm,
taking Laura and Gary with him and making some special memories, like riding
on the trailer, stacked high with bales.

Factory
That ‘proper job’ at Nova Engineering became his second passion. During the
early years of their marriage he bought a van to deliver work from the factory.
When he needed to find money for a carpet at home he sold it. Always
resourceful and hard working. In 2011, when his boss retired he became a
part owner of the factory. Work was an important part of his life, often
popping in to check on something out of hours– he loved it!
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Family
Robert, husband, dad, brother, brother-in-law and uncle loved to spend time
with his family. Nan’s on Saturday, Grandma’s on Sunday. After Betty, his mum
died, Robert and his sisters, Janet, Julie and Diane continued the Sunday
evening meet ups in each other’s houses. There were many memorable family
holidays with his sisters and grandparents when the children were small;
Bournemouth, Torquay, Ireland and Ibiza.
Football
Remarkably, Robert also fitted in his love of football. Watching his team,
Coventry City and helping with two local teams, Woodlands FC and Poplar
Athletic. Putting up and taking down the nets, and of course watching the
games in between. One on Saturday afternoons and the other on Sunday
mornings.
Friends
Thursday and Friday nights were for socialising. Robert loved being with people
and he could always find someone he knew to chat with. Even when very
poorly he enjoyed light hearted banter with the paramedics. One friend wrote:
‘Robert was a truly lovely man. A gentle giant, one of the team who I always
felt safe and secure with at the footy, funny, witty and kind’
Robert lived life to the full: worked hard and played hard. He had a great deal
of energy, constantly on the go, a whirlwind in and out. Except for Sunday and
Wednesday nights when he went to bed early.
Farming; Factory; Family; Football and Friends!
Julie, Laura and Gary have asked me to pass on their thanks to all of Robert’s family
and friends for their support over the last two years and they would also like to
acknowledge the fantastic care that Robert received from the NHS, at George Eliot
Hospital, UHCW and from the West Midlands Ambulance Service.

Tribute to Graham Jones who died on 5th August, aged 88
Graham was the second youngest child born to Doris & Tommy Jones. With his
two brothers and three sisters, Graham grew up in Treherbert in the Rhonda
Valley. He described his childhood as being the best times. Although the family
had very little materially, they were immensely happy together. Some aspects
of life were a bit more challenging for Graham. The outside loo was next to the
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graveyard so responding to calls of nature was somewhat scary for young
Graham. He was 5 years old when the war started and felt excited when all the
planes started flying over the local valleys. He remembered that one plane
sadly crashed near where they lived.
Graham went to the local grammar school having successfully passed his 11
plus. He enjoyed his time and his studies at school. Graham’s first job was at
the Polycoff’s tailors. Like most of his generation, he went on to do his two
years National Service, serving in the UK.
Graham moved from his childhood home in Wales to England at the age of 25.
He came with other friends to find work in the car factories around Coventry.
He married Jenny in the late 1950s at Lockhurst Lane and they made their first
home in Selworthy Road. Graham & Jenny enjoyed 59 years of married life
together. It was in 1962 that they moved to their Exhall home at 44 Deansway.
Graham initially found work at Morris engines, before moving on to Unipart.
He was always a hard worker. He would even take up other forms of work,
from potato picking to leaflet distribution, labouring 6 – 7 days a week to help
make ends meet for the family; his form of transport was most often his bike.
Graham entered into his well earned retirement at the age of 60. This gave
him even more opportunity to do the thing that he loved most – chatting and
socializing with people wherever he went. He frequently went for walks around
Ash Green and became known as a local treasure, always giving people the time
of day and finding out how they were doing. He was quite simply a salt of the
earth type of person. Graham enjoyed gardening – especially in his allotment.
He was a big fan of holidays too. Destinations included Spain, America, and
Egypt to name just a few. Going to Blackpool to meet up with family from
Wales was always a big highlight of the year for him. He loved day trips out as
well and liked nothing better than to spend lots of time with his grandchildren –
Charlene, Craig, Zoe, Lucy and Leanne.
Graham and Jenny were keen dancers. They went ballroom dancing every
Saturday and were regulars at both the Liberal Club and the Ex-Servicemen’s
Club. Graham was also a member of the Over 50s Club and loved playing Bingo.
Everyone found Graham to be a proper gentleman, a really kind man who never
had a bad word to say about anybody. One of his mottos was ‘it’s nice to be
nice’ and he certainly lived up to that value himself as well as passing it on to
his children.
Graham leaves behind him a lasting legacy of love for all the generations of
his family to cherish and to build. His was a life that influenced and inspired so
many throughout his 88 years.
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Ministry & Admin
Vicar

Gail Phillip

Assistant Curate

Jo Parker

024 7664 5030
07869 395980
07511 611809

Wardens

Neva Khan
Andy Clark
John Owen
Chris Wilson

07496 859598
07584 372704
7636 6111
07717 523512

Administrator/Rotas
Bereavement Drop-In
Electoral Roll
Halls Bookings

Penny Pallett
Sue Barnes
Beryl Owen
Tina Watkins

Parish Magazine

Tina Watkins

Pastoral Care
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer & Gift Aid
Safeguarding
Website

Viv Hopkins
Carol Gough
Stephen Carter
Muriel Ganley
Gail Phillip

7636 8008
07946 051122
7636 6111
7664 5278
07905 297713
7664 5278
07905 297713
7664 5161
7631 8219
7631 2831
07988 477659
024 7664 5030
07869 395980

Readers

Church & Worship
Bell Ringing

Steve Watkins

Brasses, Care Home Services
Choir/Organists

Chrissie Hughes
Henry Wagstaff
Kathryn Unsworth
Roy Edwards
Irene Prideaux
Chris Wilson
Mandy Williams

11.30 Worship Band
Flowers in Church
Prayer Chain
Verger

7664 5278
07926 989686
7631 5468
7664 5533
7667 3325
7664 4916
7636 1321
07717 523512
7633 7188

Young People, Nurture & Discipleship
Home Groups

Gail Phillip

Thursday Toddler Group

TBC

024 7664 5030
07869 395980

Other Groups & Activities
Drama Club

Tina Watkins

Food Bank
Hospice Coffee Morning
Mothers' Union
Over 50s Club
Green Genies

Alan Marshall
Chrissie Hughes
Mandy Williams
Patricia Munro
Robert & Jackie West
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7664 5278
07905 297713
07809 203178
7631 5468
7633 7188
7664 4507
7636 2168

GOOD NEWS!
HOSPICE COFFEE MORNING IS BACK!
TEA, COFFEE,
CAKES, RAFFLE
AND SALES TABLE

SATURDAY
15TH OCTOBER

10.00am - 12.00 noon
IN THE SMALL HALL
Please come and join us!
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