St Giles’ Parish Church, Exhall - www.stgileschurchexhall.info
The Parish Office at St Giles’ Church Hall, St Giles’ Road, Ash Green, CV7 9GZ
Telephone/answerphone: 024 7636 8008
Office email: office@stgileschurchexhall.info
The Parish Office is open Tuesday to Thursday, 9.30 am to 1.30 pm.

Sunday Worship
Please see the worship pattern for May on page 10.

Other Useful Information
Ministry to the sick and housebound

We are always pleased to visit, at home or in hospital. But we need to know
who would welcome a visit. Contact the office on (024) 76 368008.

Christenings and Weddings

Enquiries should be made to the office (024) 76 368008.

Bereavement and funerals

We will always take funerals for anyone in the parish, either at church or at
the crematorium. Burials are performed in St Giles' Meadow. Enquiries should
be made to the office (024) 76 368008.
The Bereavement Drop-In is open on alternate Thursdays in the Small Hall.
Please contact Sue Barnes on 07946 051122.

Foodbank Do you know someone in need of a helping hand? St Giles is part of
the local (Bedworth) Foodbank. It’s quick, simple and anonymous.
Contact the office for a voucher on (024) 76 368008.

New members of any age are always welcome at the following:
Bell ringing
Practices on Thursdays 7.30-9pm (except 3rd Thursday)
Choir
Practices on Fridays at 7pm.
Worship Band Practices on Wednesdays at 7.30pm.

Front Cover : Parish Pump
Back Cover: Jubilee Party poster
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Any news, reflections, stories, pictures, jokes or brainteasers
to share within these pages? I’d love to have them! Please email them to
tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com or drop them into the parish office.
The next magazine will be the June/July edition and the copy deadline date is
Sunday 15th May.

Welcome to your May Magazine
I can't believe we're almost into May already - where is the time going? Here
at St Giles we have had a very busy Easter season, starting with a procession
on Palm Sunday - details and pictures can be found on page 18.
We are very much looking forward to our Party in the Park on Sunday 5th
June to celebrate Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee. It promises to be an
enjoyable afternoon and there will be free barbecue, cakes, tea and coffee,
so do come along and join in the fun - and bring a friend (or two)! We are
sending a lovely hand-made card to the Queen to mark the occasion and
everyone in the parish is invited to sign it - details are on page 14.
Next month's magazine will be a double issue for June and July (as I'll be on
holiday in June), so please make sure you get your contributions to me for
any events during both of these any time before 15th May!
Best wishes to you all
Tina Watkins
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From the Registers

St Giles’ Magazine was first published in April 1898 and is now in its 124th year.
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With love from the Vicar
We’re encouraging as many as possible to take
part in our Create a Crown challenge for the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee! We’d love for folk to
display their creations by wearing them for our
Platinum Jubilee Party in the Park on Sunday 5th
June. You could also take a photo of your
creation and post it on our Facebook page.
Crowns traditionally represent authority, glory,
immortality and sovereignty. The oldest crown
in the world (so far!) was discovered by Israeli
archaeologists in a cave near the Dead Sea in
1961. It was made of blackened copper and was attributed to a culture existing
during the Copper Age (4500 – 3600 BCE).
I remember well my first
ever visit to London as a
child. One of the highlights
of our trip was entering that
magical, top security room in
the heart of the Tower of
London where the crown
Create a Crown
jewels are kept. I remember
Challenge!
feeling
dazzled
and
captivated
by
all the
sparkling stones. There sat
St Edward’s Crown, the one worn by the Queen at the her coronation in 1953.
She later disclosed in a BBC interview that it was impossible to look down to
read a speech whilst wearing this crown, since the weight of the diamonds puts
excessive strain on the neck! The same is true for the Imperial State Crown
used annually for the opening of parliament. With its 2868 diamonds, 11
sapphires, 11 emeralds and 269 pearls, the wearer must raise the speech to the
crown to avoid breaking the neck!
Here is a reminder that, wearing a crown, together with all the weight of
responsibility it represents, is rarely a comfortable experience. We are thankful
that our Queen has faithfully borne this weight with great wisdom and faith
over her approaching 70 years as the longest-reigning British monarch in
history. In Holy Week, we remember how Jesus was given, not a jewel-laden
crown, but rather a crown of thorns, reflecting his willingness to show that true,
uncorrupted power finds its expression in servanthood and sacrifice.
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Five other crowns are mentioned in the Bible. The Crown of Life is associated
with those who persevere under trials. The Incorruptible Crown is associated
with self-denial and endurance. The Crown of Righteousness is linked to those
who long for Christ’s coming and closeness to God. The Crown of Glory relates
to those who shepherd the flock with unselfish love and the Crown of Rejoicing
with those who share the good news of faith in Jesus.
So do take up the Create a Crown challenge and, as you do, perhaps think
about what kind of values and qualities might be represented in your crown as
being important to you.
With every blessing

Gail

Prayer for May
Dear Father in Heaven,
As we thank you for May, this most beautiful of months, we are aware that not
everything in your world is beautiful; not every attitude or action is beautiful,
or kind, or just.
There is so much pain and suffering in the world that we can sometimes feel
overwhelmed. Help us, Lord to remember that Jesus came to bring all this
brokenness together, to bring reconciliation and
wholeness. Thank you that by His life, death and
resurrection Jesus overcame death for ever. Thank
you that He ascended into heaven so that the Holy
Spirit could come to live in believers, to give
strength and power and resilience, so that Your
work goes on.
Thank you that nothing in all creation - no evil attacks, no illness, no human
powers, no circumstances at all - can ever separate us from Your love.
We will not be overwhelmed as we keep our eyes on You.
We may not always understand, but we acknowledge You to be the Lord,
who reigns over all - and we are thankful.
In Jesus' name. Amen.
By Daphne Kitching via Parish Pump
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Thought for the Month
At the end of this month on 26th May, we are reminded to mark Ascension Day.
It has been 40 days since the resurrection of Jesus and he has spent that time
trying to prepare the disciples for a life without His physical presence. Jesus'
departure and ascension into heaven were both an end and a beginning for his
disciples. While it was the end of Jesus' physical presence with them, it marked
the beginning of Jesus' presence with them in a new way. They had a very
narrow understanding of what Jesus was about. The disciples could not imagine
the scope of God’s purpose that embraced the whole human race. They had to
let go of Jesus to receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, empowering them
for a new, expansive vision.
Jesus' last words to his apostles, “Go
into the world and preach the gospel”
point to his saving mission and to their
mission to be witnesses of his saving
death and his glorious resurrection.
Their task was to proclaim the good
news of salvation, not only to the people
of Israel, but to all the nations. God's
love and gift of salvation is not just for a
few, or for a nation, but it is for the whole world; for all who will accept it. The
gospel is the power of God; the power to forgive sins, to heal, to deliver from
evil and oppression and to restore life.
This is the great commission which the risen Christ gives to the whole church.
All believers have been given a share in this task; to be heralds of the good
news and ambassadors for Jesus Christ, the only saviour of the world but we
can so easily become narrow in our thinking and in our vision. We can become
preoccupied with our own preconception of Christ’s kingdom that we cannot
come to terms with anything outside the box of our minds. Sometimes we have
to let go of our familiar ways; the way we have always done things and move
forward in faith and trust so that we can grow into a new and expanded vision
of the immensity of this great commission. (In these hopefully post pandemic
times maybe we have to re-think our concept of church.)
Jesus’ life and teaching turned the world upside down and will continue to do
so. The world sees power as a way to gain control over others. But Jesus with all
authority and power in heaven and earth chose to serve others. He held
children in his arms, healed the sick, washed the disciple’s feet and died for the
sins of the world. His followers today receive the same power to serve.
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As believers, we are called to be servants of Christ. As Christ served we are to
serve. In the often quoted, ancient words of Teresa of Avila (1515-1582)
Christ has no body but ours,
No hands, no feet on earth but ours.
Ours are the eyes with which he looks with compassion on this world.
Ours are the feet with which he walks to do good.
Ours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
We have not been left alone in this task, for the risen Lord works in and through
us by the power of his Holy Spirit. Jesus promised that he would be with his
disciples (and that includes us) always to the end of time. As we await the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost may we prepare our hearts to receive his
promises and power.
Wishing you many blessings, Chris

Exhall Over 50s Club
We’re a place to meet together, make friends and
generally have a good time...
We run a monthly buffet, a monthly pub lunch,
occasional coach and theatre trips, and weekly
table games, discussions, music and sing-alongs,
bingo, a raffle, talks, demos, films
and of course refreshments...
We are a warm, friendly group
always happy to welcome new members!

Every Tuesday in St Giles Main Hall, 1-3pm.
Membership £12/year, sessions £2.50
Further info: Patricia Munro 024 7664 4507

Have you thought of using one of our Church Halls for your party, meeting or
event? Or as a venue for a regular activity?
Main hall seats 120 @ £15/hr and the Small hall seats 60 @ £10/ hr.
Info and photos: www.stgileschurchexhall.info and click on church halls tab
or speak to Tina Watkins on 07905 297713
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On a warm and sunny afternoon
at the end of March our MU
Lady Day Service was held at St
Giles Church. It was so lovely
to be able to catch up again with
our Mothers’ Union Deanery
members and Diocesan friends.
Special thanks to Rev Gail
Phillip who lead the service and
thanks to Kathryn and our lovely
church choir who gave their
time to join us. The church
doors were open, the sun was
shining and the choir and birds were all joyfully singing … how wonderful !
At the service Sue Foster from MU Hartshill was inducted by Rev Gail as the
“new” MU Deanery Chair. Sue gave thanks and presented flowers to Gill
Laycock from MU Attleborough who had completed her time as MU Deanery
Chair.
Special thanks to our own MU Exhall members who personally coloured and
prepared the bookmarks which were given out at church on Mothering Sunday
– we received many compliments and we hoped you enjoyed receiving them.
Looking ahead to our June meeting we are planning our MU Platinum Queens
Jubilee afternoon tea in the small hall (time to be confirmed). We are joining
with St Giles Bereavement Group for a “cakes and hats celebration” !!!
Reflection: “We remember the journey taken by the Holy Family and we ask
that as we journey through life, we may show the same love, care and
obedience to God’s will. Give us every thankful hearts, filled with compassion
and understanding, that we may in return, share these gifts with others” Amen
Next meetings:
Monday 16th May 2022 at 7 pm - MU Deanery Service at St Peters, Mancetter
Thursday 19th May 2022 at 7.30 pm in the Small Hall
Speaker: Denise Badland, TABS – School in Africa
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ASH GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION
(AGRA)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

YOUR VOICE, YOUR COMMUNITY
WILL BE HELD ON

Tuesday 10th May in the Large Church Hall,
St Giles Road, CV7 9GZ
Doors open 6.30 pm for a 7.15 pm start

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US
There will be updates on:
The Association
The Borough Plan
Issues of Concern
Tel: Secretary 07443 527884 Chair 02476 361670
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5.00 pm
Evening Prayer
(with Choir)

5.00 pm
Evening Prayer
(with Choir)

5.00 pm
Sung Holy
Communion
(with Choir)

11.30 am
Sunday Celebration!
All Age worship
(In church with
Band)

11.30 am
Sunday
Celebration!
All Age worship
(In church with
Band
No Evening Service

No Evening Service

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)

8.00 am
Holy Comunion

5th Sunday
May 29th

2.00 pm
Happy Hearts &
Minds All Age
Worship
In the Church Hall

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)

10.30 am
Joint Service and
Annual Meeting in
Church

9.30 am
Holy Communion
(with Choir)

11.30 am
Sunday Celebration!
All Age worship
(In church with
Band)

8.00 am
Holy Communion

No early morning
service

No early morning
service

4th Sunday
May 22nd

No early morning
service

3rd Sunday
May 15th

2nd Sunday
May 8th

1st Sunday
May 1st

ST GILES WORSHIP PATTERN FOR MAY

Nature Notes
These nature notes are dedicated to the memory of the late
Mr Norman Edmonds, Local Historian, Naturalist and well respected Ash Green
School Master. Mr Edmonds wrote a page in the Church Magazine for
30 years, and I humbly try to follow in his footsteps.

As May creeps upon us, it is lovely to see the May blossom on all the
hedgerows and all the trees in leaf. Talking about May, we used to have May
Queens at the church garden fete in the 1950/1960’s. Whatever happened to
the photos that lined the Main Hall for years - anybody know?
Still looking for the first swallows. Every morning early I hear the chiff chaff
and black cap. So the warblers are all on their way. On my feeders I have
both male and female greater spotted woodpeckers and two nuthatches, and
ground feeding chaffinch, green finch, gold finch and pied wagtail. Waiting
to see whether the three visiting foxes have had any young yet. The dog fox
seems to have something wrong with his right eye - it’s a pale blue colour - do
foxes have cataracts?
My granddaughter, Zara, spotted a sign for “local honey” at a large house in
Stratford upon Avon, and called to buy me two jars of honey. Price now £6
per jar. It’s been almost 20 years now since I had to give up keeping
bees. The last honey I sold was £3 per jar - how prices have gone up.
Honey bees are having a bad time at the
moment. There is a petition on-line now for
people to sign up against neonictinoid
pesticides damaging honey bees (APIs
Mellifra). They need all the help they can
get.
Honey bees forage on one particular
type of flower every single trip they make to
the hive. Of all the 25,000 types of bees in
the world only seven are honey bees, and in the summer a single hive can
contain up to 70,000 female working bees but in winter they fall by threequarters, leaving a small number to begin the new season. The lifetime of a
working honey bee is around 40 days and in its short life will collect enough
nectar to make 1/12th of a teaspoon of honey. So please try to plant bee
friendly flowers in your garden to help them through the summer.
Stella Bunting
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Skamps Pre-school Day Nursery offers full day care for babies from 6
weeks to school age at St Andrews House, Smorrall Lane, Bedworth CV12 0JP
 FREE 30 and 15 hour funding available
 Restricted opening hours due to Coronavirus 8 am to 4 pm
but earlier or later times are available subject to demand
 Emergency cover and School Holiday cover available
 Covid-19 safe premises—see Facebook and Website

Please contact Gaynor 07714 326706 e-mail: g.powell7@ntlworld.com
www.skampspreschooldaynursery.com or find us on Facebook

Mob: 07902 132453 email: kierangas@yahoo.co.uk

Collyhurst Private
Residential Care Home
Has vacancies
24 hour care with dignity.
Linked to social service guidelines.
Long term stays from £550 per week / Day care from £30
024 7631 9092 www.collyhurst.info

ADVERTISING IN ST GILES PARISH MAGAZINE
We publish 10 editions of the magazine each year.
A full page advert is £40 per month or £400 per year
A half page advert is £20 per month or £200 per year
A quarter page advert is £10 per month or £100 per year
For further details please contact Tina Watkins on 02476 645278, 07905 297713
or by email at tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com
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We are a positive, friendly, recreational
dance school with a relaxed approach to
classes. It is our promise to treat every child
how we would want our own children to be
treated, nurturing them, building their confidence and helping them to make friends in
a social, fun environment while celebrating their success and achievements.
We currently have vacancies at St Giles Church Hall
and Exhall Old School Community Centre.
For further information please contact www.leiversdance.co.uk, contact us on
07929371749 or find us on Facebook by searching for Leivers Dance School.

J E Hackett and Sons
Independent family run funeral home
established in 1922 by their
Grandfather John Edward Hackett

Let our Family Care for Yours
Benefits of a Pre Paid Funeral Plan



Peace of mind for you and those you care about
Each plan is tailored to your own personal
requirements
 Your loved ones are spared much of the stress and worry
 Allows you to put funds aside to cover the cost of a funeral at today’s
prices

93 Leicester Rd, Bedworth, CV12 8AH
Longford Bridge, Coventry, CV6 6BH

024 76 313326
024 76 367149

Parent & Toddler Group
is taking a break for the time being.
Watch this space for more news.
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QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
INVITATION TO SIGN
EXHALL PARISH CARD
St. Giles Parish Church invites you to sign the card created by one of
our parishioners for Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
If you’d like to send a message to our Queen, why not:
 Come to St. Giles Church for any of the Sunday Services in April, where the

card will be available for signing.
 Pop to St. Giles Church on either of the following opportunities when the

Church will be open specifically for signing of the card:
Tuesday 19th April from 9am to 11am
Monday 25th April from 5pm to 7pm
 Email your message to St. Giles Parish Office -

office@stgileschurchexhall.info and your message will be stuck
into the card
 Post your message in the postbox outside St. Giles Parish Office

(3 St. Giles Road, Coventry, CV7 9GZ - rear of large church hall) and we’ll
paste your message into the card
All messages welcome. Please prepare messages so that they are
approximately 2.5 centimetres by 5 centimetres (1 inch by 2 inches).
Should you have any questions, please contact Neva Khan (Churchwarden),
mobile no. 07496 859 598.
Rev. Gail Phillip will post the card on behalf of Exhall Parish to Her Majesty
the Queen in early May, so deadline for all messages is 30th April 2022.

THANK YOU
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We would like to thank everyone at St
Giles for the lovely cards, kind wishes,
flowers and prayers following the sad
death of our beloved son Neil, who
passed away in Dumfries Hospital on
16th February after his long fight with
cancer.
Thank you for remembering him, it
gives us much comfort at this time.
Joyce & Ron Bruce

Greetings from Anne and Brian Payne to all the dear people of St Giles
church, Exhall who, jointly and severally sent us each cards of
congratulations, on our respective Birthdays in March,. It remains a
mystery to us how the exact dates and ages were known. It is a
comfort and joy to know that we are still fondly remembered by those
with whom we forged friendships some 30 years ago, when we were
both active in the life of the church. May I also take the opportunity
to thank those who helped us celebrate our Diamond Wedding
Anniversary on 10th June 2021, again with so many cards. Our
circumstances may not be those we envisaged for our Retirements,
but God is good and we have each other. Blessings on you all in
Christ’s name.
Anne & Brian

MANY THANKS for all the generous donations towards the Easter
flowers in church. They are all much appreciated.
Irene Prideaux
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Life by the River
Life can change in the blink of a eye. On a Wednesday in early March, it rained
all day, not heavy but steady The next morning the river was up and the
decking submerged, but on the 17th the river was flowing quite fast with the
sun shimmering across it in all its beauty.
The goose that I thought was Mr Scissorhands has now in my eyes become
Jemima Puddle Goose as she has been nesting on the island opposite. Now it
might be nothing, as who is her mate - just the little Aylesbury duck. We will
have to wait and see….. she/he might just be broody.
The two swans swim round each day as if to say we are still around, the heron
also comes to check on us and in his stillness he brings a sense of calm.
The lambs are growing bigger but are still staying close to their mum. In the
field down the road I noticed today there are some with a full black head, some
with black tips on their feet and some speckled all over. It made me realise they
are just like us, all unique in God’s eyes.
Eight ladies had a night out for a hen party at a posh Italian restaurant in
Stratford. It was good fun, with cocktails, and we all had a sash with Team
Bride on. The wedding is on Easter Tuesday, the mens' stag do is next week and
I guess that may be a bit more raucous than our night, but there are more of
them. We are all looking forward to the reception news - more of that next
month.
The conservation area has been tidied, the grass cut and rubbish cleared (an
old rusty bike dumped by the river, half a tyre and more). It looks lovely as you
walk through and a credit to all those who helped out. Much like the great
rubbish cleaning going on in Ash Green, it makes you have a sense of pride in
the area where you live.
It was announced on Sunday the Vicar of Welford is retiring at the end of July,
she has been here for six years with the difficult job of running four churches.
They have a house in Ross on Wye and look forward to spending more time with
her family as a new grandchild is being born in July. So it’s all change for us here
in Welford on Avon.
At our Mothers' Union meeting in early March the Vicar of Shottery
commissioned our new Leader, Treasurer and Secretary. And little old me? My
job is the lady who makes the tea and provides the biscuits. I know my role in
life - everybody loves the tea lady! I have been busily making Easter cards for
the ladies that are indoor members as we are giving them a hug in a mug, little
treats of biscuits, chocolate and Easter chicks and a card to top it off so they
don’t feel forgotten.
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This Monday we are having a talk by the
Reverend Mary Cameria about the Women of
Holy Week and draws attention to the women
who were there lurking in the background of
the stories; key characters but often
overlooked. This will give us a better insight of
all it means to walk in Jesus' footsteps to the
glorious Easter morning when we can truly say
He is Risen.
I hope that you have a blessed Easter
so that you may know the whisper of God in
your life so clearly that it brings you deep
peace and comfort.
Beautiful Spring Flowers

Every Blessing
Jane and Poppy

Party In the Park Sunday 5th June
Donations of cakes would be
appreciated on the day,
preferably small cakes as these are
easier to serve.
Further information from
Viv Hopkins on 02476 645161

Any assistance with setting up and clearing away on the day
would also be greatly appreciated!
Contact Tina Watkins 07905 297713 if you can help.
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Palm Sunday Procession
It was great to see so many people join the
procession on Palm Sunday! Starting on the grass
verge by the Bull & Anchor, we sang We will enter
his gates with thanksgiving in our hearts, and raised
our palm crosses high as they were blessed.
Following words of confession, we continued on our
way to our next station, the green outside the
Shortlands.
As Jo read the Palm Sunday story, we were
encouraged to wear our donkey masks and "heehaw" every time she said the word "donkey". The
children, and it has to be said the adults, joined in
most enthusiastically! After singing Hosanna, off we
went to the next station, the recreation ground
behind the church hall.
There we started with the song Blessed be the
name of the Lord (with percussion from eggshaped shakers and some impressive dancing
from Edward Pinks). Then followed a short
dramatic reading, relating the enthusiasm of
the disciples as Jesus rode into Jerusalem and
the rather less enthusiastic response from the
Pharisees. We had been given a stone each,
painted either blue or yellow, and as we held them, called out everything we
were thankful for.
As we entered the
church towards the
end of the service, we
sang Seek ye first the
Kingdom of God. Our
stones were arranged
in the shape of the
Ukranian flag and we
dropped water into a jar to represent our tears as we
thought of the terrible ordeal being suffered by the
people of that country.
Thanks to Gail and Jo for devising and organising such an enjoyable,
thought-provoking and inspiring service!
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Baptisms

You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light all
the days of your life.

Leo George Brown on 20th March
Peter Read on 3rd April

Funerals
In the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil, for you are with me. (Psalm 23 verse 4)

Susan Miller, who died on 14th March, aged 76 years
Jan Leivers, who died on 23rd March, aged 86 years
Cynthia Wardle, who died on 26th March, aged 87 years
Cecilia (Celia) Castle, who died on 28th March, aged 84 years
Arthur Roland Lovell (Rol), who died on 28th March, aged 79 years
Sylvia Hill, who died on 28th March, aged 91 years

Tribute to Cecilia (Celia) Castle
Celia was a twin. The twins were born in Smorrall Lane, Bedworth on 28th
February 1938. Celia and her twin brother Tom, enjoyed a close and special
relationship all of their lives. They had two older siblings, Ennis and Joan and
Celia remained close to them both, enjoying holidays and regularly seeing each
other. Joan is now sadly the only remaining sibling.
Celia has always lived in Bedworth. Her husband (John?) has often said, “if
you live in paradise, why would you want to live anywhere else?”
Celia attended Woodlands primary school, George Street Juniors and finally
Leicester Road Seniors, leaving school at the age of 15. She may not have had a
lot of formal education but she had tremendous intuition and would have
people and situations weighed up in an instant. Often, scarily accurate.
As a child and young woman, Celia excelled at sport. She was a great gymnast,
runner and netball player. She was the goal shooter at netball, which is
surprising given her petite frame. However, she was nimble and clearly an artful
dodger.
Celia and John met when she was only 15. They married when Celia was 20
and John 21. They had a happy and loving marriage for 64 years. John loved and
protected Celia all of their married life and Celia cared for John and supported
him in his career and in his love of Bedworth United.
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Before their marriage and for some years after, Celia was a laboratory
technician at Courtaulds and was very well respected in this role. During this
time they saved for and built their own house. Nine years after they were
married, their daughter Sarah was born.
Celia did work as Sarah was growing up, most notably as a hairdresser and in
a ladies' boutique, both of which she loved and brought her into contact with
lots of ladies in the town.
The Castles have always been a strong family unit. Celia was a loving and
encouraging parent, wanting Sarah to achieve her potential and understanding
of her wanting to spread her wings. She believed in education and Sarah has
felt the benefit of this.
Sarah has some amusing memories of growing up: assisting Celia in sawing
off the legs of the rocking chair and John being less than impressed when he
got home; mum driving with Sarah in the car, with Celia so small it looked as if
no one was driving and then there would be the very regular shopping trips which Sarah says set the standard for the rest of her life.
Very fond memories are of the family in the Isle of Wight with their great
friends Ethel, Cyril and Paul. They holidayed there together for ten years, when
Paul and Sarah were children and their parents remained life-long friends.
Celia was a great homemaker. She and her daughter shared a love of fashion
and interiors. Celia was always well groomed and on their numerous cruise
holidays, was one of the most glamorous ladies at sea, receiving compliments
and insisting that John took a full length picture of her in her evening outfits
and not to miss the shoes. For many years Celia and Sarah would have an
annual trip, just the two of them to their favourite destination, Malta.
When John turned 60, the family discovered the joy of cruising. Going on the
QE2 to New York, for his 60th Birthday, they found something which they all
enjoyed. They went on more cruises than Sarah can remember, creating
memories, which she will never forget.
Celia said she would like to be in Sydney on her 70th birthday. On her 70th,
the family boarded a ship in Sydney harbour to wonderful fireworks, as they
began the leg of a world cruise. As always, John delivered on making it happen
for his wife and daughter.
Celia had a lot of interests, she loved the Church and for many years sang in
the Bedworth Church choir and Choral Society. She was an avid reader and
consumed book after book. She loved tennis and regularly attended
Wimbledon with her sister, Ennis. She loved shopping and took great pride in
having a lovely home.
Celia loved to have fun and her extended family, and friends, will all have
great memories of laughing with her.
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Tribute to Cynthia Wardle
Cynthia was the eldest of two children born to Tom and Ivy Wilson. Together
with her younger sister Sandra, she grew up in the family home in Goodyers
End Lane, except for a period of time during the war when she was evacuated,
with her grandparents, to Carlisle. Cynthia’s early education was through the
Exhall School in School Lane. She moved on to Ash Green for a short time but,
sadly was then hospitalised for a year. She always said that it was this lengthy
spell in hospital as a child which inspired her to pursue a career in nursing.
Thankfully well recovered after her time in hospital, Cynthia returned to school,
this time at Nuneaton High School for Girls. In her spare time, Cynthia became
very involved in the Girl Guides. She was proud to be the first Queen’s Guide in
the whole of Warwickshire. It was through her time as a guide that Cynthia
became great friends with Margaret Wagstaff.
St Giles was also very much a part of Cynthia’s life, right from her early years
and it was where she was christened, confirmed and later married. Cynthia
was a bellringer, which involved a great deal of commitment. She would walk
across the fields to St Giles three times every Sunday.
At the age of 16, Cynthia became a nursing cadet and took up her nursing
training at the nursing school in Keresley. She gained practical experience from
placements at The Manor Hospital and George Eliot. Cynthia excelled as a
nurse, known for her very caring nature and the lovely way she had with all her
patients. Neighbours on Smarts Road benefitted from her expertise and she
was always the first port of call when anyone had any kind of accident or injury.
Cynthia became a sister on Dorothea Ward before taking a career break for a
time when Nicola and then Adrian arrived. As the children grew older, Cynthia
returned to nursing, taking up a post at High View Hospital. She then moved on
to Bramcote Hospital, generally working nights to fit in with family life. Cynthia
often passed the time by knitting and it was a bit of a standing joke that
finished items for the family would always smell of disinfectant! Cynthia’s
wonderful reputation as a nurse remained long after she retired. She was
fondly missed and remembered by colleagues.
Cynthia met the love of her life John at one of the many hospital dances.
They both had a love for big band style dancing as well as ballroom and,
throughout the 1950s, they were frequently to be found at the dance halls in
Nuneaton. In later years, Cynthia and John went on to organise dances several
times a year at Nicholas Chamberlaine School.
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Returning to their early courtship – Cynthia and John’s next meeting was
quite by chance, when they bumped into each other at Crewe Station as
Cynthia was on her way back from Carlisle. John lost no time in following this
up by writing to her and inviting her out and the relationship blossomed from
there. The couple were married at St Giles on 7th Sept 1957. In 2017, Cynthia
and John had the joy of celebrating their diamond wedding anniversary – such
a memorable occasion.
John and Cynthia had their first home in Dark Lane, before moving to Smarts
Road in the 1970s. They enjoyed many happy years there. Both Nicola and
Adrian have very happy memories of the many special family get-togethers
over their years as children, with aunts, uncles and cousins all assembled. In
later years, as the family grew to include grandchildren – Harriet and Alice and
Tom and Sam, these family get-togethers remained a frequent feature of family
life. Cynthia loved nothing more than to be together with her grandchildren.
Holidays were also really important to Cynthia. Her brother-in-law’s family
lived in Dartmouth and so this became a favourite holiday destination. Cynthia
and John also had a static caravan in Charmouth in Dorset and spent a lot of
time there in their retirement. They were part of a group of great friends
known as ‘The Thursday Club’, which met every Thursday at the Old Bedworth
Rugby Club. They would also go out for meal once a month at the Cottage Inn
in Fillongley. Their social life together extended to include many weekend trips
away all over the country, as well as holidays and trips abroad to Europe.
Cynthia was a great sports enthusiast, being a great cricket fan in particular.
In the season, she and John could often be found out in the garden under a
parasol, ice-cream in hand, listening to the radio cricket commentary.
Another of Cynthia’s hobbies was cross-stitch. She was very adept at this
and her beautiful and varied handiwork made wonderful decoration when she
and John moved to their new home in Oakwood Gardens 3 years ago. Cynthia,
together with her beloved husband John, will be so sadly missed and so very
fondly remembered by all her family and friends. May she indeed rest in
peace.
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Ministry & Admin
Vicar

Gail Phillip

Assistant Curate

Jo Parker

024 7664 5030
07869 395980
07511 611809

Wardens

Nev Khan
Denise Crampsie
John Owen
Chris Wilson

07496 859598
07952 267685
7636 6111
07717 523512

Administrator/Rotas
Bereavement Drop-In
Electoral Roll
Halls Bookings

Penny Pallett
Sue Barnes
Beryl Owen
Tina Watkins

Parish Magazine

Tina Watkins

Pastoral Care
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer & Gift Aid
Safeguarding
Website

Viv Hopkins
Carol Gough
Stephen Carter
Muriel Ganley
Gail Phillip

7636 8008
07946 051122
7636 6111
7664 5278
07905 297713
7664 5278
07905 297713
7664 5161
7631 8219
7631 2831
07988 477659
024 7664 5030
07869 395980

Readers

Church & Worship
Bell Ringing
Brasses, Care Home Services
Choir/Organists
11.30 Worship Band
Flowers in Church
Prayer Chain
Verger

Viv Hopkins
Chrissie Hughes
Henry Wagstaff
Kathryn Unsworth
Roy Edwards
Irene Prideaux
Chris Wilson
Mandy Williams

7664 5161
7631 5468
7664 5533
7667 3325
7664 4916
7636 1321
07717 523512
7633 7188

Young People, Nurture & Discipleship
Home Groups

Gail Phillip

Thursday Toddler Group

TBC

024 7664 5030
07869 395980

Other Groups & Activities
Church Brass Band
Drama Club

Chris Marlow
Tina Watkins

Food Bank
Hospice Coffee Morning
Mothers' Union
Over 50s Club
Green Genies

Alan Marshall
Chrissie Hughes
Mandy Williams
Patricia Munro
Robert & Jackie West
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07940 581737
7664 5278
07905 297713
07809 203178
7631 5468
7633 7188
7664 4507
7636 2168

On St Giles Recreation Ground
behind the large Church Hall

CREATE A CROWN CHALLENGE

Sunday 5th June
from 3.00 pm until 5.00 pm
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