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— 40 Days Of Renewal —
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Lent at St Giles
Sunday March 26th
5th of Lent

Happy 'my car clock is right again' day to all who

celebrate it!




It's 'Spring Forward' time again. Don't
forget to change your clocks on Saturday
night!

Betty Laidler
Our much-loved friend Betty Laidler died peacefully at home on
Tuesday, March 21st aged 97. We will give you funeral details when we
have them but in the meantime please hold Betty and her family in
your prayers.

June Plumb
June Plumb’s funeral will take place at St Giles Church, Exhall on Monday 27th
March at 3:00pm followed by cremation at the Heart of England Crematorium.



Services this week
Sunday March 26th

8am Quiet Communion
9.30am Holy Communion
11.30am All Age Worship with Communion

Tuesday March 28th
7pm Compline followed by Lent Course Growing Good

Monday to Thursday 8 - 8.30am Quiet Morning Prayer

Services next week (Holy Week)

Sunday April 2nd - Palm Sunday 10.30am Join Palm Sunday Service (meet by 10.15am at

the Bull and Anchor car park ready for our Palm Sunday procession through Exhall and

arriving at St Giles Church at 11am for our service); 5pm Holy Communion

Tuesday April 4th 7pm Compline

Wednesday April 5th 10.30am Wednesday Worship with Communion

Thursday April 6th: 7pm Maundy Thursday Holy Communion

Friday April 7th: 10.30am Bedworth Churches Together open air service town centre
12noon to 3pm Good Friday reflections

Monday to Saturday 8 - 8.30am Holy Week Quiet Morning Prayer

Bible readings for this week

Romans 8: 6 — 11

The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is
life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not
submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of the flesh
cannot please God.



You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit,
if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of
Christ, they do not belong to Christ.

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because
of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in
you.

John 11: 1 — 45

Now a man named Lazarus was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister
Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay ill, was the same one who poured
perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus,
‘Lord, the one you love is ill.’

When he heard this, Jesus said, ‘This illness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory
so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus. So when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was two more

days, and then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’

‘But Rabbi,” they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are
going back?’

Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the day-
time will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. Itis when a person walks at night
that they stumble, for they have no light.’

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but |
am going there to wake him up.’

His disciples replied, ‘Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” Jesus had been speaking of his
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep.

So then he told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead, and for your sake | am glad | was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’

Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, ‘Let us also go,
that we may die with him.’

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

‘Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But |
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.’

Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’

Martha answered, ‘| know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.’

Jesus said to her, ‘| am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live,
even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe
this?’

‘Yes, Lord,” she replied, ‘I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to
come into the world.’

After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. ‘The Teacher is
here,’ she said, ‘and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went



to him.

Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to
mourn there.

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said,
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping,
he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. ‘Where have you laid him?’ he asked.

‘Come and see, Lord,’ they replied.

Jesus wept.

Then the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’

But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this
man from dying?’

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across
the entrance. ‘Take away the stone,” he said.

‘But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, ‘by this time there is a bad odour, for
he has been there four days.’

Then Jesus said, ‘Did | not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, | thank you that you
have heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | said this for the benefit of the
people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.’

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth round his face.
Jesus said to them, ‘Take off the grave clothes and let him go.’

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

Prayers for our church, our parish and our world

e Pray that we may see each other through the eyes of Christ and work for justice.
e Give thanks and pray for those who seek to heal divisions.
e Pray for those who give their time as volunteers.
e Pray for all who are anxious and fearful.

O God in whom there is no beginning or end
no hierarchy or division
heal our divisions and hurts
and make us one in Christ.

PRAYERS and HOME COMMUNION
To add a name the prayer list or arrange Home Communion please contact



Penny in the parish office 024 7636 8008.

The PRAYER CHAIN
If you or anyone you know, needs prayer urgently call Chris on 07717 523512 who will pass your request
through the chain.

Collect for this week

Gracious Father,
you gave up your Son
out of love for the world:
lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion,
that we may know eternal peace
through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Please keep in touch
We'd love to know what you're up to and if there's anything you would like adding to the newsletter
Please contact Penny in the parish office
office@stgileschurchexhall.info 024 7636 8008
Office hours Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 10am to 2pm

Curate: Rev Jo Parker 07 511 611 809 revjocurate.stgiles@gmail.com



